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“Thrice is he arm’d, that hath his quarrel just; 
And he but naked, though lock’d up in steel, 


4 UNDER THE AUSPICES OF VICTORIA GRATIA. 


D 


Money the Power Through Which Labor Is 
Robbed of Its Rights. 


k Through Tue FLAMING Sworn, and later through THE 
PLoWSHARE AND PruntnG Hook, we have persistently advo- 
cated the destruction of money as the primary step toward 
the liberation of the laboring man from his wage thraldom. 

< We have defined money—true money—to be the guard and 


the use of mediums of exchange, as gold, silver, and paper. 

C Fictitious money is that which, in the hands of pirates and 
speculators, may be employed to plunder the wage worker 

and deprive him of his just dues. We have tried to impress 

-upon the world, so far as we are enabled to reach it through 
our humble means, the truth that the stamp on gold, silver, 

and paper gives to these a fictitious power, a valuation which 


use of this power the masses of the people are plundered of 
their rights. We have attempted to show also that the 
wage system is a curse and ought to be abrogated; that other 


methods should be instituted for the supply of the essential 
demands of the people. 

If men could learn the simple lesson, that all purchas- 
ing power belongs to labor, that labor or economized indus- 
try is capital, and the only capital, one great step would be 
taken toward the application of the laws of distribttion to 
the universal supply of human wants. All wealth is pro- 
duced by labor,—all wealth should be in the hands of the 
industrious. Industry does not imply drudgery, nor would 


| it be reduced to that were it not for the fact that those who 


andl desire the plumb-line of integrity applied to human relations, subscribe | 


control labor make a profligate and extravagant use of its 
products. 

The destruction of all so called money, or all money 
having fictitious valuations erected by a stamp upon it, to- 
gether with the wage system, is a step toward which the 
thinking reformer is rapidly hastening. The destruction of 
the money power can only be accomplished through the de- 


| struction of money itself. We mean, of course, by the de- 


criterion of commercial uses. It does not necessarily imply | 


struction of that which is falsely called money. The love of 
false money is the root of all evil, and to destroy that love 
there must be a destruction of the necessity for its use. This 
can be accomplished by means of the united life system. 


Populism Better Than Nothing. 


We have been asked to express our views, through THE 
PLOWSHARE AND Prunrna Hook, upon the merits of the 
People’s Party as compared with the other two great political 
prostitutes. We have not had mnch experience with the 
People’s Party, but so far as we are acquainted with politics, 
we apprehend that the votes of the people who constitute 
the rank and file of the Populist Barty are the same as those 
which have controlled the elections for past generations. If 
the judgment of the voters of the Populist Party does not 


| surpass that of the last generation our case is hopeless; for 


to continue in the hands of either the Republican or the 
Democratic Party is utter destruction. 

When it comes to the question of silver, we səy, em- 
phatically, that any fictitious money—whether it be gold, 


| silver, or paper—is an instrument in the hands of the money 


they do not intrinsically possess, and that through the mis- | 


power for the oppression of the wage slave. The great mis- 
take of the Populist Party is in the fact that it does not ad- 
vocate the destruction of false money, and place the labor 
question upon the basis of equitable exchange by making 
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And he but naked, though tlock'd up in steel, 


Whose conscience with injustice ia corrupted.” 


UNDER THE AUSPICES OF VICTORIA GRATIA. 
Money the Power Through Whieh Labor Is 
Robbed of Its Rights. 


Through Tae FLasxrse Sworn, and later through Tue 
PLowsHAne anp PrunitxG Hook, we have persistently advo- 
tated the destruction of money as the primary step toward 
the liberation of the laboring man from his wage thraldom. 
> We have defined money—true money—to be the guard and 
triterion of commercial uses, 
the use of medioms of exchange, as gold, silver, and paper. 
Fictitious money is that which, in the hands of pirates and 
speculators, may be employed to plunder the wage worker 
and deprive him of his just dues. We have tried to impress 
‘upon the world, so far as we are enabled to reach it through 
our humble means, the truth that the stamp on gold, silver, 
and paper gives to these a fictitious power, a valuation which 
they do not intrinsically possess, and that throngh the mis- 
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demands of the people. 

If men could learn the simple lesson, that all purchas- 
ing power belongs to labor, that labor or economized indus- 
try is capital, and the only capital, one great step would be 
taken toward the application of the laws of distribttion to 
the universal supply of human wants. All wealth is pro- 
duced by labor, —all wealth should be in the hands of the 
industrious, Industry does not imply drudgery, nor would 
it be reduced to that were it not for the fact that those who 
control labor make a profligate and extravagant use of its 
products. 

The destruction of all so called money, or all money 
having fictitious valuations erected by a stamp npon it, to- 
gether with the wage system, is a step toward which the 
thinking reformer is rapidly hastening. The destruction of 
the money power can only be accomplished through the de- 


struction of money itself. We mean, of course, by the de- 


_ struction of that which is falsely called money. The love of 


use of this power the masses of the people are plundered of | 


false money is the root of all evil, and to destroy that love 
there must be a destrnetion of the necessity for its use. This 
can be accomplished by means of the united life system. 

> pat : 


Populism Better Than Nothing. 


We have been asked to express our views, through THe 
PLowsHare AND Prunixc Hook, upon the merits of the 
People’s Party as compared with the other two great political 
prostitutes. We have not had much experience with the 
People’s Party, but so far as we are acquainted with politics, 
we apprehend that the votes of the people who constitute 
the rank and file of the Populist Rarty are the same as those 
which have controlled the elections for past generations. If 
the judgment of the voters of the Populist Party does not 
surpass that of the last generation our case is hopeless; for 
to continue inthe hands of either the Republican or the 
Democratic Party is utter destruction. 

When it comes to the question of silver, we say, em- 
phatically, that any fictitious money—whether it be gold, 
silver, or paper—is an instrument in the hands of the money 
power for the oppression of the wage slave. The great mis- 
take of the Populist Party is in the fact that it does not ad- 
vocate the destruction of false money, and place the labor 
question upon the basis of equitable exchange by making 
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labor—the performance of use—the only purchasing power. | 


It should have, for one of its principal planks, the utter de- 
struction of the wage system, substituting the exchange of 
labor for its equivalent in values produced by labor. 

Our sympathies are with the Populist Party. It is a 
step in the right direction, but it does not lay the axe at the 
root of the tree. Better half a loaf than no bread at all. 


- Reform Through the Ballot-Box. 


The papers from all parts of the country are full of po- 
litical news. The voice of the campaign orator is heard in 


the land, and the ballot-box is held up as the panacea for all | 


the social and industrial ills that flesh is heir to. Incidentally, 
the characters of opposing candidates are assailed with the usual 
vigor. Republican orators assure the public that the Demo- 
cratic rominees would disgrace any positions to which they 


might unfortunately he elected; Democratic orators are | wealth will be owned by the general government of the sys- 


| tem, the citizenship of the system constituting that govern- 


equally convinced of the corruption of Republican candidates; 
Populist orators impugn the motives of both the old parties’ 
candidates with charming impartiality; while Republican and 
Democratie orators find one point of agreement in their 


united abuse of the Populists, of whose principles said ora- | 


tors appear to be fairly ignorant, but, like Charles Lamb, 
they “damn them at aventure.” The air is full of rumors 
of corrupt incumbents, and the question of municipal reform 
has suddenly come to the front. Above all the din sounds 
the cry, “Reform at the ballot-box!” and the intelligent( ?) 
citizens may be expected to cast their votes as usual accord- 
ing to the dictates of party leaders, looking for an immediate 
improvement of affairs generally. 

This performance has taken place periodically for years 
and years. And what has resulted from this eternal campaign- 
ing and voting? Merely the transformation of a lot of corrupt 
ward heelers to a lot of corrupt city and county officials, and 
then the transformation of a lot of corrupt city and county 
officials to a lot of corrupt state officials. and again the trans- 
formation of a lot of corrupt state officials to a lot of corrupt 
national officials. Believing even one quarter of the charges 
which each party has brought against the candidates of every 
other party, we are reluctantly forced to this conclusion. 
Mean while-social and industrial conditions have grown worse 
and worse. 
constant failure in the past, that, in some not clearly under- 
stood way, it is possible to accomplish reform through the 
ballot-box. Because Americans possess the ballot, they are 
accounted by foreigners the most fortunate of peoples, but 
of what good is it to possess an instrument which one does 
not know how to use? If the ballot were intelligently used 


Still men cling to their original idea, despite | 


by the great mass of the citizenship, it would be an invalu- | 


able possession. 
which the voice of the people may be expressed. If the peo- 
ple know what they want te express, and express it by means of 
the ballot, the ballot in the hands of the people is a weapon 
of defense; but, if the people allow scheming politicians to 
decide what may be expressed, and the people are only 
allowed to choose one among a number of machine formula- 
ted expressions, then the ballot in the hands of the people is 
a weapon of suicide. And this it has been for years. 

The trouble begins at the primaries, from which dele- 
gates to the more general conventions are sent. 
men as can be depended upon to execute the will of the party 
bosses are chosen. 
held for the purpose before the primary convenes. At the 
primaries is the place to begin reform. But how? 

In the first place, the people must be educated in the 
principles and practices of government. At once the objec- 
tion will be raised that if we are to wait for reform until 
the mass of the voters become educated, this plan is out of 


Only such | 


Even who are to be placed in nomination | 
as possible delegates is decided upon beforehand, by a caucus | 


the question. Conditions demand readjustment at once. — 
The people cannot wait to become educated first. They 
would starve in the meantime. This objection will be raised — 


| because to a large majority education means the study- 


Rightfully, it is the instrumentality through | 


| economy. 


| production.” 
| ciently clothed, and shelterless! Would not work feed them, 


ing of theories. 
different. 


The Koreshan idea of education is quite 
It is both theoretical and practical. The only 


| way to accomplish political reform is to organize every 


congressional district and precinct in the country upon a 
practical political basis as a school of political and social 
This implies a co-ordinate social and industrial - 
system wherein the theories of government are to be practi- 
cally applied. Every precinct becomes at onte hoth school 
and workshop. All may find employment in an industrial — 
system the aim of which is to yield the maximum of returns 
for the minimum of labor. At first the citizens within this — 
system will have nothing to do with the Government as it 
now exists. They will exercise their voting power only in 
matters concerning the government of the new system. All 


ment. j 

When the masses realize that a system is in operation 
which establishes an equilibrium between wealth and labor, — 
while giving to all equal opportunities for culture, refine- 
ment, and recreation, they will rapidly gather to it, and_it 
will soon be strong enough to vote its government into the 
This is the 
only sure way of accomplishing reform through the ballot- 
box.—Ella M. Castle. > 


place now held by the present Government. 


— e 


“The Regulation of Commerce and Industry to Insure a 
Proper Administration of Economy, Must and 
Will Become National.” 


The tidal wave of greed which floods the world of opu- 
lence to satiety, strands the world of toilers upon the rocks 
of nakedness and starvation. “We see a spectacle of waste 
whichever way we turn: on the one hand is lavish luxurious- 
ness flowing from all the springs of industry as fountain for 
the few; on the other hand, lives broken and wasted by this 
refrain of reward, by this unnatural depletion. Sin-shrunk 
souls are pillaging a nation in broad npon time, while toil- 
bent forms hover in the darkness to snatch a loaf. 

Economy—the key-note in the structural organization 
of the universe—is rejected in the adjustinents of our social 
ethics, hence chaos. Waste of energy in coining and in 
laboring for a false medium of exchange is the hinge upon 
which swings, with gratings of ominous discord, this whole 
fallacious fabric, 
away, and soon the swaying mass shall topple over, alike 


This hinge is being corroded and eaten 


burying beneath its splintered ruins the oppressor and the 


oppressed. Woe! woe! woe! And this upon a field where 
the American workingmen might win a bloodless victory! 
It is in their power today to rise and show the traitors -who 
are destroying our land, where treason lies. These delinquents 
of public trust have rung all the changes upon majority rule, ~ 


while they, the comparative few, manipulated the schemes 


| that left comfortless the home of the laborer, and sent thou- 


sands to roam roofless and unemployed, starving amid “over- 
No work while thousands are illy fed, insuffi- 


clothe them, house them? 

` Our Government is responsible for all this—our Govern- 
ment which fosters individual and corporate ownership of 
industries! Whenever there shall exist a condition diametric- _ 
ally opposed to that of the present, such condition will be 


| the fruit of a governmental system directly opposed to that 


now prevailing. Old custom sits like heavy sleep upon our 
sons of toil; yet shall they rise from the ruin of the times— ~ 
rise in the dignity of their use, their labor—and yield joyful ` 
allegiance to a system which shall reward them with the 
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labor—the performance of use—the only purchasing power. 
It should have, for one of its principal planks, the utter de- 
struction of the wage system, substituting the exchange of 
labor for its equivalent in values produced by labor. 

Our sympathies are with the Populist Party. It is a 
step in the right direction, but if does not lay the axe at the 
root of the tree. Better half a loaf than no bread at all, 


Reform Through the Ballot-Box. 


The papers from all parts of the country are full of po- 
litical news, The voice of the campaign orator is heard in 
the land, and the ballot-box is held np as the panacea for all 
the social and industrial ills that flesh îs heir to. Incidentally, 
the characters of opposing candidates are assailed with the usual 
vigor, Republican orators assure the publie that the Demo- 
cratic rominees would disgrace any positions to which they 
might unfortunately he elected; Democratic orators are 
equally convinced of the corruption of Republican candidates; 
Populist orators impugn the motives of both the old parties’ 
candidates with charming impartiality; while Republican and 
Democratic orators find one point of agreement in their 
united abuse of the Populists, of whose principles said ora- 
tors appear to be fairly ignorant, but, like Charles Lamb, 
they “damn them at a venture.” The air is full of rumors 
of corrupt incumbents, and the qnestion of municipal reform 
has suddenly come to the front. Above all the din sounds 
the cry, “Reform at the ballot-box!" and the intelligent(?) 
citizens may be expected to cast their votes as usual accord- 
ing to the dictates of party leaders, looking for an immediate 
improvement of affairs generally. 

This performance has taken place periodically for years 
and years. And what has resulted from this eternal campaign- 
ing and voting? Merely the transformation of alot of corrupt 
ward heelers to a lot of corrupt city and county officials, and 
then the transformation of a lot of corrupt city and county 
officials to a lot of corrupt state officials. and again the trans- 
formation of a lot of corrupt state officials to a lot of corrupt 
national officials. Believing even one quarter of the charges 
which each party has bronght against the candidates of every 
other party, we are reluctantly forced to this conelusion. 
Meanwhile-social and industrial conditions have grown worse 
and worse. Still men cling to their original idea, despite 
constant failure in the past, that, in some not clearly under- 
stood way, it is possible to accomplish reform through the 
ballot-box. 
accounted by foreigners the most fortunate of peoples, but 
of what good is it to possess an instrument which one does 


Because Americans possess the ballot, they are 


not know how to use? If the ballot were intelligently used 
by the great mass of the citizenship, it would be an invalu- 
able possession. Rightfully, it is the instrumentality through 
which the voice of the people may be expressed. 
ple know what they want to express, and express it by means of 
the ballot, the ballot in the hands of the people is a weapon 
of defense; but, if the people allow scheming politicians to 


decide what may be expressed, and the people are only 


If the peo- 


allowed to choose one among a number of machine formula- 
ted expressions, then the ballot in the hands of the people is 
a weapon of suicide. And this it has been for years. 

The trouble begins at the primaries, from which dele- 
Only such 
men as can be depended upon to execute the will of the party 
bosses are chosen. Even who are to be placed in nomination 
as possible delegates is decided npon beforehand, by a caucus 
held for the purpose before the primary convenes, At the 
primaries is the place to begin reform. But how? 

In the first place, the people must be educated in the 
principles and practices of government. At once the objec- 
tion will be raised that if we are to wait for reform until 
the mass of the voters become educated, this plan is out of 


gates to the more general conventions are sent. 
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the question. Conditions demand readjustment at once, 
The people cannot wait to hecome edacated first. They — 
would starve in the meantime. This objection will be raised 
because to a large majority education means the study- 
ing of theories. The Koreshan idea of education is quite 
different, It is both theoretical and practical. The only 
way to accomplish political reform is to organize every 
congressional district and precinct in the country upon a 
practical political basis as a school of political and social 
economy. This implies a co-ordinate social and industrial 
system wherein the theories of government are to be practi- 
cally applied, Every precinct becomes at once hoth school 
and workshop. All may find employment in an industrial 
system the aim of which is to yield the maximum of returns 
for the minimum of labor. At first the citizens within this 
system will have nothing to do with the Government as it 
now exists. They will exercise their voting power only in 
matters concerning the government of the new system. All 
wealth will be owned by the general government of the sys- 
tem, the citizeuship of the system constituting that govern- 
ment. : 

Wher the masses realize that a system is in operation 
which establishes an equilibrium between wealth and labor, 
while giving to all equal opportunities for culture, refine- 
ment, and recreation, they will rapidly gather to it, and it 
will soon be strong enough to vote its government into the 
This is the 
only sure way of accomplishing reform through the ballot- 
box.—Ella M. Castle. > 


- 


lace now held by the present Government. 
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“The Regulation of Commerce and Industry to Insure a 
Proper Administration of Economy, Must and 
Will Become National.” 


The tidal wave of greed which floods the world of opu- 
lence to satiety, strands the world of toilers upon the rocks 
of nakedness and starvation. We see a spectacle of waste 
whichever way we turn: on the one hand is lavish luxurious- 
ness flowing from all the springs of industry as fountain for 
the few; on the other hand, lives broken and wasted by this 
refrain of reward, by this unnatural] depletion. Sin-sbrank 
souls are pillaging a nation in broad pon time, while toil- 
bent forms hover in the darkness to snatch a loaf. 

Economy—the key-note iñ the structural organization 
of the universe—is rejected in the adjustinents of our serial 
ethics, hence chaos, Waste of energy in coining and in 
laboring for a false medium of exchange is the hinge upon 
which swings, with gratings of ominous discord, this whole 
fallacious fabric. This hinge is being corroded and eaten 
away, and soon the swaying mass shall topple over, alike 
burying beneath its splintered rnins the oppressor and the 
oppressed, Woe! woe! woe! And this upon a field where 
the American workingmen might win a bluodless victory! 
It is in their power today to rise and show the traitors who 
are destroying ourland, where freason lies. These delinquents 
of public trust have rung al! the changes npon majority rule, 
while they, the comparative few, manipulated the schemes 
that left comfortless the home of the laborer, and sent thou- 
sands to roam roofiess and unemployed, starving amid “over- 
production.” No work while thonsands are illy fed, insofi- 
ciently clothed, and shelterless! Would not work feed them, 
clothe them, house them? 

Our Government is responsible for all this—our Govern- 
ment which fosters individual and corporate ownership of 
industries! Whenever there shall exist a condition diametric- 
ally opposed to that of the present, such condition will be 
the fruit of a governmental system directly opposed to that 
now prevailing. Old custom sits like heavy sleep upon our 


sons of toil; yet shall they rise from the ruin of the times— 
rise in the dignity of their use, their labor—and yield joyful 
| allegiance to a system which shall reward them with the 
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total proceeds of their toil. This government shall employ 
her sons and her daughters, and none shall reap from their 
toil; he who will not work shall not eat!—A. T. Potter. 


Life, and not be Capitalists? 


The Capitalists would say, “It can’t be done.” Yet we 
maintain that every one can have all the good things of this 
life that he can use or enjoy, and not be the owner of houses, 

lands, money, stocks, factories, or any of the things that are 
- commonly included in the term wealth. 
; Wealth is the creation of labor. Labor strives to pro- 
~ duce, and what it produces is called wealth or capital. Sup- 
pose we estimate the amount of labor, both mental and phys- 
_ ieal, put forth by the whole of humanity in one year. We 
~ should have so many hours of labor, and so much products 
_orresults. In looking over the list of results, we find the 
_ production of the necessaries of life,—food, clothing, and 
shelter; also comforts that are not.so necessary but are con- 
` ducive to well-being; institutions of mental and physical cult- 
"ure, intended for the higher developmemt of humanity. So 
- far the efforts of labor have been well enough. But now we 
come to other productions which have consumed almost as 
much of the labor of mankind as was expended on the neces- 
‘sariesand good things. We find tobacco, beer, wine, whiskey, 
with all their implements of manufacture and dispensation; 
_ we find all the institutions and implements of gambling, from 
the Board of Trade down to the dens of recognized infamy 
‘and murder; we find hours of labor spent building edifices, 
banks, and offices, where men consume hours of brain-labor 
SCHEMING to get possession of the wealth that thousands of 
hands have created; we find hours of mental labor spent in the 
“apparent effort of constructing and executing the laws which 
have become so complicated that it is difficult to get through 
legal rubbish to their basic intent, and justice is seldom 
“reached; we find thousands of hours of mental and physical 
Tabor spent in every direction, bringing results that are utterly 
‘useless to the true well-being of mankind, nay, worse than 
‘Useless,—pernicious and degrading. So we find that almost 
“half of the efforts of labor are useless or worse than useless. 
In other words, humanity would have been better off if these 
"efforts had never been put forth. 
“Oh,” but some will say, “these things have made em- 
"ployment for the people!’ Why, in God’s name, should 
T people consume brain and muscle energy in making what is 
of no use? Far better that the overworked portion of hu- 
_ manity take, instead, so much time for rest and recreation. 
F And those who consume their own lives in scheming to de- 
fraud others will find, in the end, that they have dwarfed 
“their own souls, and put stumbling-blocks in the path of their 
‘own moral and spiritual advancement as well as that of hun- 
“dreds of others. 
All things that man needs for use and enjoyment are 
the result of some sort of labor or performance of use. It 
“therefore seems right that every one, who possibly can, should 
“contribute to these needs. Yet there are many of the human 
‘family who are utterly idle—living on what others have, or 
produce. Add the idlers to the army of workers, let the 
"army work solely to furnish the means of life, recreation, 
and culture, and we would find the hours of the laborer re- 
“duced to about half what they are now. (Of course the 
present idlers would think they were having a tough time of 
it, but there is nothing like necessity to make people yield, 
and if there was any manhood or womanhood left in them 
“it would have a chance to manifest. ) 
If all of humanity, who were able, contributed a share 
of labor or use to supply the legitimate needs, what would 
“hinder each one from enjoying all the good things of life, 
and yet not be millionaires, or any sort of capitalists? We 


_ How Shall We Obtain all the Good Things of | 


maintain that such conditions may be attained, and with half 
the labor now expended. “But before such conditions are 
reached, the world needs a little admixture of the spirit of 
“live and let live.’ They cannot be reached while every 
man’s hand is against his brother's, as in the working of the 
competitive system; and while every man stands apart, the 
carver of his own fortune. Only through the stimulation 
and growth of desire on the part of men and women for ' 
these higher conditions, and through their thorough organi- 
zation and co-operation in this work, can any progress be made 


toward realizing general comfort and happiness in the world. 


It does not seem so difficult to increase the desire for 
better conditions on the part of a large share of humanity. 
We may say the majority would be in favor of putting away 
the competitive system, inasmuch as their lives are daily 
made miserable through it. The only difficulty would be to 
convince them that an equitable system could be substituted 
that would serve far better. (How it could serve any worse, 
is hard to imagine.) Ifthey could be convinced of that, 
and minded to unite with that purpose—being in the majority, 


| and being besides the creators of the supplies of life—they 


could not fail to carry their design. Capital is perfectly 
powerless without the co-operation of labor, but labor, by 
wise co-operation, could exist very well without individual 
wealth. ©f course it needs some brain skill to do this for 
even a little while. Yet labor organized and united in one 
purpose, and honestly led, can make capital yield to its terms, 
and that too without resorting to force. 

Labor disorganized—or organized in many bodies, each 
with different opinions and purposes, as at present—can only 
make feeble efforts, can effect no permanent or equitable con- 
ditions for itself. Capital is so much more nearly united in 
its self-interests, and has the Government standing so firmly 
at its back, that labor stands a poor show of overcoming it. 
There is nothing capital so much fears, and will fight so 
hard, as organized labor. Labor leaders, as well as their 
followers, recognize this; yet they let little differences of 
opinion, personal ambition of their leaders, and numerous 
small things, keep them separated and. disjointed; corise- 
quently they gain nothing but sad experiences. Well, even 
these are a sort of wealth, and may be the means of leading 
them to do the one thing needful—organize! 

Unite on one general platform,—firmly, squarely, and 
solidly. There is no more firm or square platform than that 
of the Bureau of Equitable Commerce. It calls for the co- 
operation of all who desire equity established in the relations 
of mankind. It ought to meet with a hearty response.— 
Alice Fox Miller. 


Who Owns the Land ? 

Millions of people in the United States have no home, and 
yet we have room for comfortable and commodious homes for 
millions of people more than we have. It is a pity that our vast 
domain was not handled differently from the beginning. Only 
in recent years has the necessity of saving the land tor homes 
for thé people dawned upon American thinkers. Had such been 
the ruling policy from the foundation of the Government, every 
family might have had a home, or the chance of one, and there 
would still be left a domain large enough for homes for the mil- 
lions to come, in the long future years. But this was not the 
policy. Those who have ruled the country have acted upon and 
encouraged the policy of “Keep all you’ve got, and get all you 
can.” ‘The result is as you see it. Land enough to make em- 
pires has gone into private ownership, and millions are left 
without homes. 

Vanderbilt owns two million acres; Mr. Diston, of Penn- 
sylvania, owns four million; Mr. Murphy, of California, owns an 
area of land larger than the whole State of Massachusetts; 
foreign noblemen own 21,000,000 acres in the United States. 
Lord Seully, of Ireland, owns ninety thousand acres of the best 
farming land of Illinois, which is occupied by tenants,. and 
yields an annual income of $200,000 to be spent in riotous living 
in the old world. This does not cover a tithing of the great 


estates; it simply serves as a few samples.—Progressive Farmer. 
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total proceeds of their toil. This government shall employ 


her sons and her daughters, and none shall reap from their 
toil; he who will not work shall not eat!—A. T. Potter. 


-. 


_ How Shall We Obtain all the Good Things of 
; Life, and not be Capitalists? 


The Capitalists would say, “It can't be done.” 


life that he can use or enjoy, and not be the owner of houses, 
lands, money, stocks, factories, or any of the things that are 
commonly included in the term wealth. 

Wealth is the creation of labor. Labor strives to pro- 
‘duce, and what it produces is called wealth or capital. Sup- 
_ pose we estimate the amount of labor, both mental and phys- 
ical, put forth by the whole of humanity in one year. 
should have so many hours of labor, and so much products 
or results. In looking over the list of results, we find the 
production of the necessaries of life,—food, clothing, and 

helter; also comforts that are not.so necessary but are con- 
‘dneive to well-being; institutions of mental and physical cult- 
ure, intended for the higher developmemt of humanity. So 
far the efforts of labor have been well enough. But now we 
come to other productions which have consumed almost as 
much of the labor of mankind as was expended on the neces- 
jesand good things. We find tobacco, beer, wine, whiskey, 
with all their implements of manufacture and dispensation; 
we find all the institutions and implements of gambling, from 
he Board of Trade down to the dens of recognized infamy 
and murder; we find hours of labor spent building edifices, 
jks, and offices, where men consume hours of brain-labor 
SCHEMING to get possession of the wealth that thousands of 
ands hive created; we tind hours of mental labor spent in the 
apparent effort of constructing and executing the laws which 
Taye become so complicated that it is difficult to get through 
Tegal rubbish to their basic intent, and justice is seldom 
Teached; we find thousands of hours of mental and physical 
Tabor spent in every direction, bringing results that are utterly 
pleas to the true well-being of mankind, nay, worse than 
dess —pernicious and degrading. So we tind that almost 
aif of the efforts of labor are useless or worse than useless, 
Mh other words, humanity would have been better off if these 
rts had never been put forth. 

“Oh, but some will say, “these things have made em- 

p gyment for the people!’ Why, in God’s name, should 
People consume brain and muscle energy in making what is 
fno use? Far better that the overworked portion of hu- 
manity take, instead, so much time for rest and recreation. 
And those who cousume their own lives in scheming to de- 
i others will find, in the end, that they have dwarfed 

heir Own souls, and put stunrbling-blocks in the path of their 
Own moral and spiritual advancement as well as that of hun- 

of others. 

All things that man needs for use and enjoyment are 

s result of some sort of labor or performance of use. It 
therefore seems right that every one, who possibly can, should 
Contribute to these needs. Yet there are many of the human 
family who are utterly idle—living on what others have, or 

foduce. Add the idlers to the army of workers, let the 
my work solely to furnish the means of life, recreation, 
md culture, and we would find the hours of the laborer re- 
Wuced to about half what they are now. (Of course the 
resent idlers would think they were haying a tough time of 
it, but there is nothing like necessity to make people yield, 
‘gud if there was any manhood or womanhood left in them 
it would have a chance to manifest. ) 
If all of humanity, who were able, contributed a share 
labor or use to supply the legitimate needs, what would 
nder each one from enjoying al? the good things of life, 
‘and yet not be millionaires, or any sort of capitalists? We 


Yet we | 
‘maintain that every one can have all the good things of this | 


We | 


maintain that such conditions may be attained, and with half 
the labor now expended. But before such conditions are 
reached, the world needs a little admixture of the spirit of 
“live and let live.” They cannot be reached while every 
man’s hand is against his brother's, as in the working of the 
competitive system; and while every man stands apart, the 
carver of his own fortune. Only through the stimulation 
and growth of desire on the part of men and women for 
these higher conditions, and through their thorough organi- 
zation and co-operation in this work, can any progress be made 
toward realizing general comfort and happiness in the world. 

It does not seem so difficult to increase the desire for 
better conditions on the part of a large share of humanity. 
We may say the majority would be in favor of putting away 
the competitive system, inasmuch as their lives are daily 
made miserable through it. The only difficulty would be to 
convince them that an equitable system could be substituted 
that would serve far better. (How it could serve any worse, 


| is hard to imagine.) If they could be convinced of that, 


and minded to unite with that purpose—being in the majority, 
and being besides the creators of the supplies of life—they 
could not fail to carry their design. Capital is perfectly 
powerless without the co-operation of labor, but labor, by 
wise co-operation, could exist very well without individual 
wealth. Of course it needs some brain skill to do this for 
even a little while. Yet labor organized and united in one 
purpose, and honestly led, can make capital yield to its terms, 
and that too without resorting to force. 

Labor disorganized—or organized in many bodies, each 
with different opinions and purposes, as at present—can only 
make feeble efforts, can effect no permanent or equitable con- 
ditions for itself. Capital is so much more nearly united in 
its self-interests, and has the Government standing so firmly 
at its buck, that labor stands a poor show of overcoming it. 
There is nothing capital so much fears, and will fight so 
hard, as organized labor. Libor leaders, as well as their 
followers, recognize this; yet they let little differences of 
opinion, personal ambition of their leaders, and numerous 
small things, keep them separated and- disjointed; corise- 
Well, even 


these are a sort of wealth, and may be the means of leading 


quently they gain nothing but sad experiences. 


them to do the one thing needful—organize! 

Unite on one general platform,—firmly, squarely, and 
There is no more firm or square platform than that 
It calls for the co- 


solidly. 
of the Bureau of Equitable Commerce. 
operation of all who desire equity established in the relations 
of mankind. It ought to meet with a hearty response.— 
Alice For Miller. 
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Who Owns the Land? 


Millions of people in the United States have no home, and 
yet we have room for comfortable ond commodious homes for 
millions of people more than we have, It is a pity that our vast 
domain was not handled differently from the beginning. Only 
in recent years has the necessity of saving the land for homes 
for the people dawned upon American thinkers. Had such been 
the ruling policy from the foundation of the Government, every 
family might have had a home, or the chance of one, and there 
would still be left a domain large enongh for homes for the mil- 
lions to come, in the long future years. But this was not the 
policy. Those who have ruled the country have acted upon and 
enconraged the policy of “Keep all you've got, and get all you 
The result is as yon see it. Land enongh to make em- 
pires has gone into private ownership, and millions are left 


can.” 


without homes. 

Vanderbilt owns two million acres; Mr. Diston, of Penn 
sylvania, owns four million; Mr, Murphy, of California, owns au 
area of land larger than the whole State of Massachusetts; 
foreign noblemen own 21,000,000 acres in the United States. 
Lord Seully, of Ireland, owns ninety thousand acres of the best 
farming land of Illinois, which is occupied by tenants,. and 
yields un annual income of $200,000 to be spent in riotons living 
in the old world. This does not cover a tithing of the great 
estates; it simply serves as 4 few samples.—Progressive Farmer. 
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Plowshare and Pruning Hook. 


The Almighty American Hog. 


Shall I draw his picture? 

Ezekiel saw the “likeness of four living creatures”— 
beasts. “And this was their appearance; they had the like- 
ness of a man.” This was the picture or likeness of the di- 
vinehuman. The beasts or living creatures symbolize the 
desires. But everything in the universe has its opposite 
which is sometimes its counterfeit, and the closer the imi- 
tation the more dangerous the counterfeit. The eagle 
symbolizes knowledge, in which are included circumspection 
and instruction, but literally the power of life and death, 
reaching far above the mere sensual and selfish earth life: 
aspiration and flight heavenward; power and disposition to 
gaze into the very eye of the sun; the knowledge, hence the 
power, tu attain to the life of thesun—son. The antithetical 
opposite and companion picture to this, which the prophet 
saw, will contain no face of an eagle, for it will portray a 
being who has no aspirations above the earthly, sensual, and 
devilish; but the face corresponding to that of the eagle will 
be like that of the miser with the muck rake in Pilgrim’s 
` Progress, or of the selfish and groveling swine, always prone, 
and looking earthward. In the opposite picture to that 
seen by the prophet, the face of no animal would more fit- 
tingly take the place of the eagle in the other than that of 
the hog. The characteristics of that animal, more than any 
other, fittingly represent the life and actions of men under 
the present hell-born competitive system. 

But the next face seen in the picture was that of an ox, 
bullock, which symbolizes the desire for life; in this pict- 
ure, the higher life, but in its opposite and companion 
piece—the Devil's picture—desire for the lower, sensual, 
devilish human life. An ox has horns, and a horn in the 
language of symbolism, signifies a power. 
seen, the ox symbolized the desire for the higher, the divine 
life, and the power to attain to and perpetuate that life. In 


only by the roving herds of the cattle king, and the grunt- 


ing, squealing droves of the swine herd, which enjoy legal | 


rights to trespass upon the rights of others far beyond those 
of their owners, all of which help to keep vast sections of 
the state like Idumea, a place for the habitation of the “owl 
and the raven,” since the owners of the land are not able to 


meet the great expense made necessary by these in order to | 


cultivate them. 
Another face of this wonderful likeness of a man was 


that of the lion. The lion symbolizes the power of com- 
merce in every domain of being. Leo, the lion, represents 


the heart, which sends the life currents to the extremities of | 


the organism and exchanges them for the dead currents that 


are purified and revivified in the lungs for future circulation | 
by the heart. In the likeness of a man seen by the prophet, | 


the lion represents that higher commerce or interchange 
that develops and perpetuates the higher life; but the lion of 
its opposite picture represents the adulterated, death-dealing 
commerce, of whatever kind, on the lower, sensual animal 


plane. 
The prophet saw one more face of this likeness of a 


man, and that was the face of a man. This, as he saw it, 
was the face of the divine man; but the face of a man 
in the opposite picture is that of the beastly sensual, devilish 
man. Bear in mind that it was not the actual face of aman 
which the prophet saw, but the four faces “were like the 
image of a man,” that is, the divine man. But the Revelator 
speaks of another image, that of a beast—the human beast— 
for it had the power of speech. It was not a real beast, 
human or satanic, but the image of one, yet it had wonder- 
ful power, even to prevent all who would not worship it, 


| from securing the means of living, hence, the power of kill- 


ing them. That is precisely the fictitious legal image of the 
human beast, the corporation which the cunning lawyers of 
the present have made. Its name means body, with a ter- 
mination which signifies that it is not a real body of flesh 
and bones, but a legal fiction: that it has not blood, life, but 
—as Cicero said of the beautiful statue of Apollo—quasi 
blood, something like blood, yet in the intent of its creators 
it is to have an earthly immortality. Without having actual 
life it yet speaks and its utterances seal the doom of millions. 
As a railroad corporation, under the plea of being a public 
highway, it compels the owners of the land it traverses, 
either to give it, or sell it, not at their own price, but at the | 
value fixed by other parties, possibly, in the interest of the 
corporation. It generally manages to build the road by in- 
ducing the people to furnish the means by donations, and 
the purchase of bonds (the payment of which it knows well 
how to avoid), and sometimes to furnish vastly more than 
sufficient means by securing prodigal donations of exten- 
sive tracts of land, the people’s heritage. In numerous 
tortuous and hidden ways it practices extortion and robbery 
upon the people, acting upon the principle, “all the traffic 
will bear”; if the people complain and are disposed to look 
into the matter, it haughtily replies, “The people be damned,” 
or in the sentiments of the immortal Blaine, “Trusts and 
combines are private matters with which the people have no 
concern.” This mighty fabric, robber in its very inception — 
and perfection, says to the producer, “Neither you nor the 
state of which you are a part possesses either the sense or 
honesty which fit you to carry your goods to market. I will 


| carry them on the terms before named,” which often, in 


practice means, “I will take the milk and meat of the cocoa- 


| nut, leaving you the empty shell.” 
In the picture | 


Other similar greedy corporations manage your mining 
and manufactures in the same grasping spirit, so that the 


| pittance you get for your labor shall go as little way as pos- 
its opposite the ox would signify desire for the lower, sensual | 
life, and its horns, the power to protect that life, even to | 
pushing all competitors out of existence, and making the | 
earth a desolation, like the vast solitudes in Florida, tenanted | 


sible in supplying your wants, and you shall get not more 
than a slave’s wage—barely enough to keep you in good 
working order. Nay, these soulless, conscienceless appetites 
for pelf care not whether or no you even get that, since they 
have no money invested in you; and if from starvation, or 
disease induced by want of sufficient and snitable food, you 
drop out of line and turn up your toes to the daisies, there 
are millions of workless, hence hungry, wretches ready to 
step into your empty tracks, and their bloody revenues will 
still be secure. With the money and disposition to buy 
legislatures, executives, parties, courts, pulpits, newspapers, 
and whatever else helps to create public sentiment, these law- 


| less nonentities rule and ruin the world of today, bringing 
| back the period of misrule, chaos, and confusion of all things, ~ 


out of which must speedily come a new creation, new 
heavens and a new earth, a new church and a new state in 
which dwelleth righteousness. 

The real civilization of a people is measured by the 
recognition and protection they give, not to property, things, — 
but to men. I came near saying hard and uncharitable 
things of a people who freely grant to swine and cattle rights 
which they deny to men, but was checked by the reflection 
that other peoples, who profess even more in the way of 
civilization and refinement, confer gratis, even upon fictitious 
monsters,—not even hogs and cattle—powers and im- 
munities far transcending those given to the latter. 

As the picture described by the prophet represented the 
God-man, the man created in the image and likeness of God, 
so its companion piece and antithetical opposite, fittingly rep- 
resents the hog-man—the almighty American hog—which 
all America and the world worship.—0O. F. L. 


- Party opposition upon vital questions does not arise from 
the difference in opinion with the profound thinkers and 
reasoners, but from difference of interests. 
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The Almighty American Hog. 


Shall I draw his picture? 

Ezekiel saw the “likeness of four living creatures” — 
beasts. “And this was their appearance; they had the like- 
ness of a man.™ This was the picture or likeness of the di- 
vinehuman. The beasts or living creatures symbolize the 
desires. But everything in the universe has its opposite 
which is sometimes its counterfeit, and the closer the imi- 
tation the more dangerous the counterfeit. The eagle 
symbolizes knowledge, in which are included circumspection 
and instruction, but literally the power of life and death, 
reaching far above the mere sensual and selfish earth life: 
aspiration and flight heavenward; power and disposition to 
gaze into the very eye of the sun; the knowledge, hence the 
power, tu attain to the life of thesun—son. The antithetical 
opposite and companion picture to this, which the prophet 
saw, will contain no face of an eagle, for it will portray a 
being who has no aspirations above the earthly, sensual, and 
devilish; but the face corresponding to that of the eagle will 
be like that of the miser with the muck rake in Pilgrim's 


Progress, or of the selfish and groveling swine, always prone, | 


and looking earthward. In the opposite picture to that 
seen by the prophet, the face of no animal would more fit- 
tingly take the place of the eagle in the other than that of 
the hog. The characteristics of that animal, more than any 
other, fittingly represent the life and actions of men under 
the present hell-born competitive system. 

But the next face seen in the picture was that of an ox, 
bullock, which symbolizes the desire for life; in this pict- 
ure, the higher life, but in its opposite and companion 
piece—the Devil's picture—desire for the lower, sensual, 
devilish human life. 
language of symbolism, signifies a power. In the picture 
seen, the ox symbolized the desire for the higher, the divine 
life, and the power to attain to and perpetuate that life. In 
its opposite the ox would signify desire for the lower, sensual 
life, and its horns, the power to protect that life, even to 
pushing all competitors out of existence, and making the 
earth a desolation, like the vast solitudes in Florida, tenanted 
only by the roving herds of the cattle king, and the grunt- 
ing, squealing droves of the swine herd, which enjoy legal 
rights to trespass upon the rights of others far beyond those 


of their owners, all of which help to keep vast sections of | 


the state like Idumea, a place for the habitation of the “owl 
and the raven,” since the owners of the land are not able to 
meet the great expense made necessary by these in order to 


cultivate them. 
Another face of this wonderful likeness of a man was 


that of the lion. The lion symbolizes the power of com- 


merce in every domain of being. Leo, the lion, represents | 


the heart, which sends the life currents to the extremities of 
the organism and exchanges them for the dead currents that 
are purified and revivified in the lungs for future circulation 
by the heart. In the likeness of a man seen by the prophet, 


the lion represents that higher commerce or interchange | 


that develops and perpetuates the higher life; but the lion of 
its opposite picture represents the adulterated, death-dealing 
commerce, of whatever kind, on the lower, sensual animal 


plane. 
The prophet saw one more face of this likeness of a 


man, and that was the face of a man. This, as he saw it, 
was the face of the divine man; but the face of a man 
in the opposite picture is that of the beastly sensual, devilish 
man. Bear in mind that it was not the actual face of aman 
which the prophet saw, but the four faces “were like the 
image of a man,” that is, the divine man. But the Revelator 
speaks of another image, that of a beast—the human beast— 
for it had the power of speech. It was not a real beast, 
human or satanic, but the image of one, yet it had wonder- 
ful power, even to prevent all who would not worship it, 


An ox has horns, and a horn in the | 


| from securing the means of living, hence, the power of kill- 
ing them. That is precisely the fictitious legal image of the 
human beast, the corporation which the cunning lawyers of 
the present have made. Its name means body, with a ter- 
| mination which signifies that it is not a real body of flesh 
| and bones, but a legal fiction: that it has not blood, life, but 
| —as Cicero said of the beautiful statue of Apollo—quasi 
blood, something like blood, yet in the intent of its creators 
it is to have an earthly immortality. Without having actual 
life it yet speaks and its utterances seal the doom of millions. 
As a railroad corporation, under the plea of being a publie 
| highway, it compels the owners of the land it traverses, 
either to give it, or sell it, not at their own price, but at the 
| Value fixed by other parties, possibly, in the interest of the 
corporation. It generally manages to build the road by in- 
ducing the people to furnish the means by donations, and 
the purchase of bonds (the payment of which it knows well 
how to avoid), and sometimes to furnish vastly more than 
sufficient means by securing prodigal donations of exten- 
| sive tracts of land, the people's heritage. In numerous 
tortuous and hidden ways it practices extortion and robbery 
upon the people, acting upon the principle, “all the traffic 
will bear”; if the people complain and are disposed to look 
into the matter, it haughtily replies, “The people be damned,” 
or in the sentiments of the immortal Blaine, “Trusts and 
| combines are private matters with which the people have no 
concern.” This mighty fabric, robber in its very inception 
| and perfection, says to the producer, “Neither you nor the 
state of which you are a part possesses either the sense or 
honesty which fit you to carry your goods to market. I will 
carry them on the terms before named,” which often, in 
| practice means, “I will take the milk and meat of the cocoa- 
nut, leaving you the empty shell.” 

Other similar greedy corporations manage your mining 
and manufactures in the same grasping spirit, so that the 
pittance you get for your labor shall go as little way as pos- 
sible in supplying your wants, and you shall get not more 
than a slave’s wage—barely enough to keep you in good 
| working order. Nay, these soulless, conscienceless appetites 
for pelf care not whether or no you even get that, since they 
have no money invested in you; and if from starvation, or 
disease induced by want of sufficient and snitable food, you 
drop out of line and turn up your toes to the daisies, there 
are millions of workless, hence hungry, wretches ready to 
step into your empty tracks, and their bloody revenues will 
still be secure. With the money and disposition to buy 
legislatures, executives, parties, courts, pulpits, newspapers, 
and whatever else helps to create public sentiment, these law- 
less nonentities rule and ruin the world of today, bringing 
back the period of misrule, chaos, and confusion of all things, — 
out of which must speedily come a new creation, new 
heavens and a new earth, a new church and a hew state in 
| which dwelleth righteousness. 

The real civilization of a people is measured by the 
recognition and protection they give, not to property, things, 
but to men. I came near saying hard and uncharitable 
| things of a people who freely grant to swine and cattle rights 
which they deny to men, but was checked by the reflection 
that other peoples, who profess even more in the way of 
civilization and refinement, confer gratis, even upon fictitious 
monsters,—not even hogs and cattle——powers and im- 
munities far transcending those given to the latter. 

As the picture described by the prophet represented the 
God-man, the man created in the image and likeness of God, 
so its companion piece and antithetical opposite, fittingly rep- 
resents the hog-man—the almighty American hog—which 
all America and the world worship.—0O. F. L. 


Party opposition upon vital questions does not arise from 
the difference in opinion with the profound thinkers and 
reasoners, but from difference of interests. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


San Francisco, Cal., Sept., 24, 1894. 


Dear Pruntne Hoox:—Perhaps you would like a little 
news from the Pacific Coast. California is still a part of 
the main land, despite grusome prophecies to the contrary. 
_ $t. Francis holds his name-city in remembrance and under 
his protection for the present time, at least. 

There is not much agitation of the great subjects dear 
to those who long to see the world brought under the reign 
_ of righteousness, but here and there a few are giving their 
best thoughts toward its consummation. I presume you 
have read of the community “Altruna,” which has had its 
origin in Berkeley, the seat of our University. I do not at 
present recall the number of members, 
progressed so far as to secure land for the home. Their cur- 
‘tency is to be a system of labor checks, and many of their 
ideas are very just and progressive, among others those re- 
lating to the status of women. 
equality, even to a recognition of the time and strength ex- 
be compensated for just the same as any other labor. This 
Seems to me quite an advance. 

Apropos of the woman question, we have been regaled 
of late with quite a concensus of opinion published in the 
Examiner, which has devoted to it half a page daily fora 
‘week or more. The question under consideration is, “Is 
“Home the Limit of Woman’s Sphere?” And all the Solo- 
mons have come to judgment with the usual result. The 
baby must be divided, or one side yield the whole question. 
But notwithstanding all the crudeness and onesidedness, 
there have been quite a number of letters doing credit to 


of their contents; and also some evidently coming from the 
depths of painful experience,—one signed “A Slum Mother,” 


ing. The ring of misery and disappointment was painfully 
‘manifest in many. But strange and incomprehensible as it 
may appear, the sarcasms and depreciations showered upon 
the struggling woman come quite as often from her own sex 
asfrom the other. In fact, some of the most beautiful and 
encouraging letters are from men. If one is disposed to 
view the general situation with a pessimistic eye, he will find 
only too much to justify his opinions in our scandalous suits 
in the courts and the exposures of bribery and other corrup- 
tions in high (?) places, even among our eminently respect- 


tion where bribery was confessed to by one of the purest and 


‘their authors, even including “Vigilance Measures,” as sug- 
gested by Adolph Sutro, who thinks hanging of both parties 
to the crime the only cure for bribery of public officials. 

_ Speaking of Adolph Sutro reminds one of his vigorous 
ight against the Southern Pacific in its management of our 
cable lines. His offer of free admission to his magnificent 
lew baths (said to be the finest in the world), as well as a 
continuance of the freedom of the beautiful gardens of 
Sutro Heights and the Cliff House, contingent on the estab- 
ment of a one-fare rate of five cents, being met by a de- 
G ided refusal on their part, he has concluded to build a com- 
peting railroad. He said, very pertinently, that he did not 
propose to maintain expensive establishments for the benefit 
of the Southern Pacific Railway. So, as he has ample means 
_to fight them, we may expect to see some good results from 
his indomitable will and perseverance. As is well known, 
the Southern Pacific Railway is a vampire, sucking the life's 
bl ood of the Pacific Coast, especially of San Francisco; and 
erybody’s business being nobody’s ” nothing has’ been 
Pone, until now we are completely in their power. There 


| and commissions. 


The sexes are on a perfect | 


pended in the bearing and rearing of children, which are to | 
| she be overpowered ? 


their writers by the broad-minded, generously tolerant tenor | 


“questioning “whether it be her duty to bear children toa | 


drunken and dissolute husband, being one of the most touch- | cians. 


able and church-going merchants, notably the latest sensa- | 
| gration continues pouring in upon our shores. 


The remedies proposed are as numerous and various as 


probably never was a city more devoid of public spirit, 
though, doubtless, there are many citizens who would follow 
a leader of sufficient force to make himself felt. 

. We have had an illustration of the necessity for a 
change in the relation of producer and consumer in the fruit 
crop of this year, which has been so bountiful that it has 


| been almost given away, with disastrous results to the fruit- 


growers, many having found themselves in debt for freight 
Beautiful peaches have been sold on the 
streets for twenty-five cents for a basket of twenty-five or 
thirty pounds, and peddled by the two dozen for a nickel. 


| Pears about the same price, with bananas at ten cents a 


dozen. Raspberries and strawberries also sold as low as fif- 
teen cents for a drawer of six boxes. And yet, with all this 


| profusion, many could not spare the mite necessary to enjoy 
but they have | 


the bounty of nature; the dealers would prefer throwing 
fruit into the Bay to giving it to the suffering poor. Oh, for 
that blessed time when the Father’s gracious gifts will be 
shared by all his children! 

I suppose you are following the movements in the 
Corean war with interest. Brave little Japan has my sym- 
pathy, but,—Will she be able to carry out her plans, or will 
Who can tell? And will the Great 
Powers be able to keep their hands off? I often wonder 
whether the great war so long expected and so many times 
just averted by diplomacy may not be precipitated in some 
such manner aS this. When the appointed time arrives, a 


| feather’s weight on one side or the other will decide, so it-is 


idle to conjecture in anticipation. 

Well, dear Pkuntne@ Hook, if this letter proves accept- 
able, I shall endeavor from time to time to pick up a few 
items of interest to send you; until then, adieu. 

Fraternally yours, 


N. C. C. 


. 


The Co-operative Commonwealth. 


The logic of events is stronger than the cry of hungry politi- 


Under the rule of gigantic trusts and combinations, the op- 
portunity of the individual in America to wring sustenance from 
the earth has diminished until human labor, in the business cal- 
culation of those who have monopolized Nature’s bounties, has 
been reduced to a cold commodity upon the market. The rail- 
way combinations, the coal monopoly, the oil trust, the starch 
trust, and a few other like organizations, absolutely control the 
lives and destinies of unskilled laboring men in every line of 
business save that of agriculture. Production of the necessaries 
and luxuries of life is limited to the point deemed by these self- 
ish concerns to be compatible with the highest profits. Individ- 
ual fortunes of the few grow in size while the army of the un- 
employed increases, even while population increases and immi- 


No responsible being can for a moment doubt that the so 
called captains of industry would today allow all commerce, all 
human endeavor to stop, if they believed that thereby they could 
secure greater gain than by allowing it to continue. Indeed, the 


| great mills of the country are now idle half the time, while the 


owners hoard their millions. Motives purely selfish dominate 
every great financial interest. The earth groans in the clutches 
of organized and corporate greed. Children wander houseless 
and homeless through the blasts of winter, with material enough 
in the nation to build wholesome shelter for every man, woman, 
and child upon the globe. There is no lack ofraw material with 
which to clothe comfortably every human being. Yet millions 
go in rags while millionaires sit in perfumed palaces. 

That man is either blind or a knave who cannot see that the 
problem which confronts this civilization is, How can the earth 
and its opportunities be opened up to the people? This is nota 
question of law or constitution; it is one pertaining to the pres- 
ervation of society. The struggle is upon us; we cannot escape 
it if we would. Necessity calls; man must move. Monopoly 
must give way to the co-operative commonwealth. The few must 
relinquish their privileges, and the many must move upward. 
The human heart cries out for life and air.— Western Laborer. 


The intellectual development of Japan is a marvel of the 
present age. That nation has now seven hundred and sixty-seven 
newspapers and periodicals.—Chicago Express. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


24, 1894. 


Dear Pruntye Hoox:—Perhaps you would like a little 
news from the Pacific Coast. California is still a part of 
the main land, despite grusome prophecies to the contrary. 
Francis holds his name-city in remembrance and under 
his protection for the present time, at least. 

There is not much agitation of the great subjects dear 
to those who long to see the world brought under the reign 
of righteousness, but here and there a few are giving their 
thoughts toward its consummation. I presume you 
e read of the community “Altruna,’ which has had its 
igin in Berkeley, the seat of our University. I do not at 
esent recall the number of members, but they have 
gressed so far as to secure land for thehome. Their cur- 
ney is to be a system of labor checks, and many of their 
sare very just and progressive, among others those re- 
lating to the status of women. The sexes are on a perfect 
‘equality, even to a recognition of the time and strength ex- 
led in the bearing and rearing of children, which are to 
be compensated for just the same as any other labor. This 
ms to me quite an advance. 

Apropos of the woman question, we have been regaled 
if late with quite a concensus of opinion published in the 
taminer, which has devoted to it half a page daily fora 
week or more. The question under consideration is, “Is 
Home the Limit of Woman's Sphere?” And all the Solo- 
mons have come to judgment with the usual result. The 
baby must be divided, or one side yield the whole question. 
notwithstanding all the crudeness and onesidedness, 
è have been quite a number of letters doing credit to 
their writers by the broad-minded, generously tolerant tenor 
of their contents; and also some evidently coming from the 
depths of painful experience, —one signed “A Slum Mother,” 
tioning whether it be her duty to bear children toa 
drunken and dissolute husband, being one of the most tonch- 
The ring of misery and disappointment was painfully 
nifestin many. But strange and incomprehensible as it 
appear, the sarcasms and depreciations showered upon 
the straggling woman come quite as often from her own sex 
üs from the other. In fact, some of the most beautiful and 
couraging letters are from men. If one is disposed to | 
view the general situation with a pessimistic eye, he will find 
Only too much to justify his opinions in our seandalous suits 
in the courts and the exposures of bribery and other corrup- 
ons in high (?) places, even among our eminently respect- 

ble and church-going merchants, notably the latest sensa- 
ion where bribery was confessed to by one of the purest and 
The remedies proposed are as numerous and various as 
eir authors, even including “Vigilance Measures,” as sug- 
gested by Adolph Sutro, who thinks hanging of both parties 
to the crime the only cure for bribery of public officials, 
Speaking of Adolph Sutro reminds one of his vigorous | 
fight against the Southern Pacific in its management of our 
table lines. His offer of free admission to his magnificent 
baths (said to be the finest in the world), as well as a 
nuance of the freedom of the beautiful gardens of | 
o Heights and the Cliff House, contingent on the estab- 
hment of a one-fare rate of five cents, being met by a de- 
ided a on their part, he has concluded to build a com- 
grailroad. He said, very pertinently, that he did not 
è to maintain expensive establishments for the benefit 
of the Southern Pacific Railway. So, as he has ample means 
st them, we may expect to see some good results from 
is indomitable will and perseverance. As is well known, 
he Southern Pacific Railway is a vampire, sucking the life's 
blood of the Pacific Coast, especially of San Francisco; and 
body's business being nobody's” nothing has been 
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e until now we are completely in their power. There 


probably never was a city more deyoid of public spirit, 
though, doubtless, there are many citizens who would follow 
a leader of sufficient force to make himself felt. 

. We have had an illustration of the necessity for a 
change in the relation of producer and consumer in the fruit 
crop of this year, which has been so bountiful that it has 
been almost given away, with disastrons results to the fruit- 
growers, many having found themselves in debt for freight 
and commissions. Beautiful peaches have been sold on the 
streets for twenty-five cents for a basket of twenty-five or 
thirty pounds, and peddled by the two dozen for a nickel. 
Pears about the same price, with bananas at ten cents a 
dozen. Raspberries and strawberries also sold as low as fif- 
teen cents for a drawer of six boxes. And yet, with all this 
profusion, many could not spare the mite necessary to enjoy 
the bounty of nature; the dealers would prefer throwing 
fruit into the Bay to giving it to the suffering poor. Oh, for 
that blessed time when the Father's gracious gifts will be 
shared by all his children! 

I suppose you are following the movements in the 
Corean war with interest. Brave little Japan has my sym- 
pathy, but,—Will she be able to carry out her plans, or will 
she be overpowered? Who can tell? And will the Great 
Powers be able to keep their hands off? I often wonder 
whether the great war so long expected and so many times 
just averted by diplomacy may not be precipitated in some 
such manner as this. When the appointed time arrives, a 
feather’s weight on one side or the other will decide, so it-is 
idle to conjecture in anticipation. 

Well, dear Pruxixe Hook, if this letter proves accept- 
able, I shall endeavor from time to time to pick up a few 
items of interest to send you; until then, adieu. 

Fraternally yours, 
N. C. C. 
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The Co-operative Commonwealth. 


The logic of events is stronger than the cry of hungry politi- 
cians. 

Under the rule of gigantic trusts and combinations, the op- 
portunity of the individual in America to wring sustenance from 
the earth has diminished until human labor, in the business cal- 
culation of those who have monopolized Nature's bounties, has 
been reduced to a cold commodity upon the market. The rail- 
way combinations, the coal monopoly, the oil trust, the starch 
trust, and a few other like organizations, absolutely control the 
lives and destinies of nnskilled laboring men in every line of 
business save that of agriculture. Production of the necessaries 
and luxuries of life is limited to the point deemed by these self- 
ish concerns to be compatible with the highest profits. Individ- 
ual fortunes of the few grow in sige while the army of the nn- 
employed increases, even while population increases and immi- 
gration continues pouring in upon our shores. 

No responsible being can for a moment donbt that the so 
called captains of industry wonld today allow all commerce, all 
human endeavor to stop, if they believed that thereby they could 
secure greater gain than by allowing it to continue. Indeed, the 
great mills of the country are now idle half the time, while the 
owners hoard their millions. Motives purely selfish dominate 
every great financial interest, The earth groans in the clutches 
of organized and corporate greed. Children wander houseless 
and homeless through the blasts of winter, with material enongh 
in the nation to build wholesome shelter for every man, woman, 
and child upon the globe. There is no lack of raw material with 
which to clothe comfortably every human being. Yet millions 
go in rags while millionaires sit in perfumed palaces, 

That man is either blind or a knave who cannot see that the 
problem which confronts this civilization is, How can the earth 
and its opportunities be opened up to the people? This is nota 
question of law or constitution; it is one pertaining to the pres- 
ervation of society, The struggle is upon us; we cannot escape 
it if we would. Necessity calls; man must move. Monopoly 
must give way to the co-operative commonwealth. The few must 
relinquish their privileges, and the many must move upward. 
The human heart cries out for life and air.— Western Laborer. 


The intellectual development of Japan is a marvel of the 
present age, That nation has now seven hundred and sixty-seven 
newspapers and periodicals.—Chicago Express. 
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The Koreshan Community. 


Just as I drove on the bridge crossing the creek, the first bell 
rang out the hour of noon at the Koreshan colony. This colony 
is situated on a fine, dry hammock and scrub land, possessing 
one of the finest citrus producing tracts to be found in the county 
As I drove around to the gate, I was met by several members of 
the colony, and heartily welcomed. My horse being cared for in 
a snug barn, with nice, fresh domestic hay to munch upon, 
,‘yours truly” was escorted to the public, or private (as you may 
wish to call it), dining hall. The building is a large two story 
structure, about 30x60 or 70 feet, the lower floor of which is used for 
a dining hall, while the upper appeared to be for dormitories. The 
tables run crosswise the hall, one table on the right as I entered 
being reserved for the ladies, while several tables on the left were 
occupied by gentlemen. I was escorted into the dining hall by 
Dr. Teed, founder of the society, and there introduced to the 
assembly collectively, and then specially to Victoria, the mother 
superior, as we would call her, of the order. She in turn intro- 
duced me to several bright and interesting ladies; but before I 
got fairly through with my reception, and in the midst of my 
little spread-eagle of affability, I was called to a halt and brought 
up with a round turn by Victoria announcing a hymn which was 
effectively sung, after which we sat down to a meal of four or five 
courses, the fare of which was bountiful and sumptuous: 

There are in this colony about thirty odd in all, mostly men, 
every one a worker, no drones in the hive. Those here now are 
only laying the foundation, there being large accessions ready 
and anxious to come as soon as the colony is ready to receive 
them. They are making quite an opening in that oaky woods, 
and although they are giving much attention to peas, potatoes, 
and other staples of the country, they are, also, planting every 
variety of grain, grass, fruit, shrub, and flower they can find. I 
apprehend they will have one of the finest experiment stations 
in the State, and if their enterprise succeeds, “Koreshia,” will 
some day be the gem of the peninsula. 

As regards their neighborly qualities, I have never known a 
people more highly praised by their neighbors than they. As 
for myself, 1 never experienced a more enjoyable visit. 

Some are disposed to criticise one of the tenets of their faith, — 
“celibacy.” Well, I reckon there is no way of making one get 
married unless one wants to; and beside, we are not exempt from 
celibates ourselves. We have a number of virgin bachelors and 
spinster ladies in our ownranks. Whatare you going to do with 
them when you come to apply your matrimonial religion to the 
Koreshans? 

The writer is under obligations to. Victoria, Drs. Teed and 
Baldwin, Prof. L’Amoreaux, and others for courtesies extended. 
=S Ws Waits 


Got Things Fixed. 


There is a refreshing coolness in the way that the capitalistic 
newspapers and “the ruling classes” generally assume that all 
things are just as they should be. In their judgment matters 
seem to have reached perfection, and no further progress can be 
made. 

If a man complains of conditions, he is denounced as a calam- 
ity howlef; if hesuggests reform, he is called a crank; if he objects 
to the hoggishness of capital, he is classed as an anarchist. It seems 
to be regarded as unpardonable sacrilege to criticise the bandits 
and the Jericho road of our civilization. In Wisconsin they re- 
cently placed a college professor on trial for teaching anarchy. 
Certainly, if a professor in any college is teaching anarchist 
doctrines to the young men under him, he should be dismissed. 
There is enough tomfoolery taught in our higher institutions of 
learning without permitting anarchy to be added. But it trans- 
pired at the trial of the accused professor that the head and front 
of his offending was his belief that our systems were not pertect; 
that they involved a great deal of rank injustice. This was 
enough to arouse the watch-dogs of all the evils that exist, and 
they began to bark furiously. The professor was acquitted, of 
course, for no one who has not a coHar about his neek would 
have the effrontery to deny the soundness of the man’s views. 

There is a class of men in this country who appear to have 
lost all traces of independent manhood, and who—like the de- 
luded victim before the Juggernaut—are willing to prostrate 
themselves that avarice may walk over them. Money is their 
God and they worship it with the devotion of a heathen before 
his idol, though they themselves may be as moneyless as 
paupers. They subordinate their own interests, the interests of 
their children, and the safety 6f the Repuplic, to their admira- 
tion of other people’s wealth. Itis a disease, an infirmity that 
places them midway. between rascality and irresponsible in- 


sanity. To which side they lean most is doubtful.—Furmers’ 
Voice. \ 


Vox POPULI. 


By SHERLIE WOODMAN. 


«O men of America, let the voice of the people be heard!” 
—Luast Words of Albert R. Parsons. 


We are coming, we, the people, 
Rising in our conscious power; 
Many ages have we waited, 
Hungered, thirsted, for this hour; 
For the tyrant and oppressor 
In our presence soon shall cower. 


We are coming, we, the people, 
We, the outcast and oppressed, 
We, the scorned of all the nations, 
Coming on from East and West, 
North and South, the wide world over, 
Like the sea which knows no rest. 


We are coming to our kingdom, 
Pressing on to claim our own; 

We shall rear the “golden city”— 
This our task and ours alone; 

Yes, the stone, so long neglected, g 
Shall become its corner-stone. 


We are coming, coming, coming— 
Hear our legions on their way! 
Rouse ye, sleepers, from your slumbers! 
Make you ready for the fray!— 
This the dreaded «dies irae”— 
This the people’s judgment-day. 


Tremble, tyrants! Pale, ye despots! 
Weep and howl, ye rich and proud! 

For your pow’r at length is shattered— 
See in yonder sky the cloud, 

Soon to burst in retribution, 
O’er your heads in anguish bow’d. 


Ye have lived in ease and splendor— 
Luxury has been your bane; 
Yours the purple and fine linen, 
Ours the sweat, the toil, the pain, 
Ours the crumbs, the rags of Laz’rus, 
Yel must we not cen complain. 


Tho’ our toil has re-created 
This fair earth on which we dwell, 

Ye who toil not have possessed it, 
While ye banished us to hell— 

To the tenements whose horrors *- 
Tongue of mortal scarce may tell. 


We have seen our mothers, daughters, 

Seen our sisters, sweethéarts, wives, 
Fore’d to barter woman’s honor 

To sustain their wretched lives; 
While upon their unpaid labor, 

Capital, the monster, thrives. 


Shall we bear these wrongs forever, 
Ever abject and supine? ; 

Shall that potentate called Mammon, 
Reign for aye by right divine? 

Ha! The gods’ great mills grind slowly, 
But they grind exceeding fine. 


Yes, the time has come for action; 
Freedom’s voice is heard at last, 

Calling to the sleeping nations— 
Mammon’s minions stand aghast— 

And the pegple’s foes shall vanish 
Like dry leaves before the blast. 


See! The message we're proclaiming 
Animates the very stones. 
Lo! Behold a mighty army, 
Where but now were bleaching bones. 
Hear our proclamation echoed, 
In the crash of falling thrones. 


As they catch that far-off echo, 
How the hearts of men are stirred! 
How with tears their eyelids glisten, 
(Freedom is a wondrous word) 
And, in joyful acclamation, 
Now the ‘*people’s voice” is heard! 
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As I drove around to the gate, I was met by several members of 
the colony, and heartily welcomed, My horse being cared for in 
a snug barn, with nice, fresh domestice hay to munch upon, 
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tubles run crosswise the hall, one table on the right as I entered 
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things are just as they shonld be. In their judgment matters 
soem to have reached perfection, and no further progress can be 
tunde, 

If a man complains of conditions, he is denounced asa calum- 


ity howler; if hesuggests reform, he is called a crank; if he objects 
to the hoggishness of capital, he isclussed us an anarchist, Tt seems 
to be regurded as unpardonable sacrilege to criticise the bandits 
and the Jericho road of our civilization, In Wisconsin they re- 
cently plaved a college professor on trial for teaching anarchy, 
Certainly, if # professor in any college is teaching anarchist 
doctrines to the young men under him, he should be dismissed, 
There is cnough tomfoolery taught in our higher institutions of 
learning without permitting anarchy to be added. Batit traus- 
pired at the trial of the accused professor that the head and front 
of his offending was his belief that our systems were not perfect; 
that they involved a great deal of rank injustice. This was 
enough to arouse the watch-dogs of all the evils that exist, and 
they began to bark foriously, The professor was acquitted, of 
course, for no one who has not u collar about his neck would 
bave the effrontery to deny the soundness of the man's views, 
There is a class of men in this country who appear to huve 
lost all traces of independent manhoods and who—like the de- 
luded victim before the Juggernaut—are willing to prostrate 
themselyes that avarice muy walk over them. Money is their 
God und they worship it with the devotion of a heathen before 
his idol, though they themselves may be ns moneyless as 
paupers, They subordinate their own interests, the interests of 
their children, nnd the safety ðf the Repuplic, to their admiras- 
tion of other people's wealth, Itis a diseuse, an infirmity that 


places them midway between rascality and irresponsible in- 
sanity. To which side they lean most is doubtfnl.—lrurmers’ 
Voice. 


Vox POPULI. 


By SHRELIF WOODMAN., 


“O men of America, let the voice of the people be heard!" 
— Last Worda of Albert R. Parsona, 


We are coming, we, the people, 
Rising in onr conscious power; 
Many ages have we waited, 
Hungered, thirsted, for this hour; 
For the tyrant and oppressor 
In our presence soon shall cower. 


We are coming, we, the people, 
We, the outcast and oppressed, 
We, the scorned of all the nations, 
Coming on from East and West, 
North and South, the wide world over, 
Like the sea which knows no rest. 


We are coming to our kingdom, 
Pressing on to claim our own; 

We shall rear the “golden city"— 
This onr task and ours alone; 

Yes, the stone, so long neglected, 
Shall become its corner-stone. 


We are coming, coming, coming— 
Hear our legions on their way! 
Konse ye, sleepers, from your slumbers! 
Make you ready for the fray!— 
This the dreaded “dies irae”— 
This the people's judgment-day. 


Tremble, tyrants! Pale, ye despots! 
Weep and howl, ye rich and proud! 

For your pow'r at length is shattered— 
See in yonder sky the cloud, 

Soon to burst in retribution, 
O'er your heads iu anguish bow'd, 


Ye have lived in ense and splendor— 
Luxury has been your bane; 
Yours the purple and tine linen, 
Ours the sweut, the toil, the pain, 
Ours the crumbs, the rags of Lavrus, 


Vel muat we nol on complain, 


Tho’ our toil bas re-created 
This fair earth on which we dwell, 

Ye who toil not have possessed it, 
While yè banished us to hell— 

To the tenements whose horrors’. 
Tongue of mortal scarce may tell, 


We have seen our mothers, daughters, 

Seen our sisters, swecthéarts, wives, 
Fore'd to barter woman's honor 

To sustain their wretched lives: 
While upon their unpaid labor, 

Capital, the monster, thrives. 


Shall we bear these wrongs forever, 
Ever abject and snpine? ' 

Shall that potentate called Mammon, 
Reign for aye by right divine? 

Ha! The gods’ great mills grind slowly, 
But they grind expeeding fine, 


Yes, the time has come for action; 
Freedom's voice is heard at last, 

Calling to the sleeping nations— 
Mammon's minions stand aghast— 

And the people's foes shall vanish 
Like dry leaves before the blast. 


See! The message we're proclaiming 
Animates the very stones. 
Lo! Behold a mighty army, 
Where but now were bleaching bones. 
Hear our proclamation echoed, 
In the crash of falling thrones. 


As they catch that far-oif echo, 

How the hearts of men are stirred! 
How with tears their eyelids glisten, 

(Freedom is a wondrous word) 
And, in joyful acclamation, 

Now the «people's voice” is heurd! 


ere oes eee 
Man combines the traits of all the other animals, and is often 
the biggest brute in the whole lot.—Kunsas Newspaper Union. 


5 


r Man has not the right to take the life of his fellow man, 
either by the sword, or by withholding the necessaries of life, 
and producing starvation.—J. F. Kane. 


Every minister of the Gospel who preaches true Christianity 
or true religion is an advocate of the rights of labor, and an 
= enemy of wrong in high as well as low places.— Paterson Labor 
Standard. - 


Mere appeals to the master never strike the shackles from 
 theslave. As industrial slaves the wage earners have a weapon 
‘much more effective than is an appeal. Vote off the chains!— 
= Nonconformist. 


& 


: Queer, is it not, that fifteen thousand dollars have been 
-vaised toward a monument for John Brown, whom his virtuous 
_ law-abiding nation hung for treason a little over thirty years 
_ ago? Funny old world, is it not? Always will be queer while its 
affairs are conducted by one sex alone.—Queen Bee. 


Speaking in general terms, there are but two persons in ideal 
C commercial life. They are the producer and the consumer. 
"These two individuals, or classes, if you please, ought to reach 
each other without the intervention of middlemen and specu- 
Jators who rob each of the reward of his toil.—Ex. 


I admit that I am a revolutionist wherever and when- 
ever there is just ‘ause for revolution. I mean a revolu- 
T tion involving the overthrow of oppressive systems and con- 
m ditions, through agitation, and through peaceful rather than 
 yiolent means.—James G. Clark, in Farmer and Labor Review. 


The gold reserve in the United States Treasury is down to 
$50,000,000. Say, you old party frauds; If the Sherman silver 
purchase law drove gold out of the country in 1893, what is driv- 
ing gold out of the country now? Answer right off quick. , The 
people are anxious to know.— Kansas Commoner. 


The divine right of kings is a nightmare of the past. But 
the divine right of property has been carried to such a point 
‘that the rights of man are well-nigh forgotten in the presence of 
that fetich, which has ignored justice, protected class interests, 
‘and plundered industry of the wealth it has created. 
the Arena. 


The produceris God’s co-laborer. Either the principle of 
competition or Christianity must come to an end. The wage 
system is fundamentally a slave system, whether wages be just 
or unjust. There are ten middlemen between the producer and 
consumer, where only one is needed. The most honored mem- 
rs of seciety are its parasites. The evils of today are nowhere 
greater than in the speculation in land. Speculation in land is 
a crime against te nation and a blasphemy against God.—Prof. 
“Geo. Herron. 


The Senate’s Donation. 


; The Senate has ‘been almost as kind to the whisky trust as to 
the sugar trust. Estimating the present stock in the bonded 
ehouses at twe hundred million gallons, the increase of the 
tax from $.90 to $1.10 a gallon, will put exactly "$40,000,000 into 
the pockets of the whisky trust. But the $40,000,000 is not the 
Only gratuity given by the Senate to the whisky trust. The 
"bonded period, three years under the existing laws, is made 
‘ight years by the Senate; that is, the trust gets five years more 
‘ftom the Government before being obliged to pay the tax. All 
¥ this time the whisky is improving and the whisky trust is sav- 
ing interest. At $1.19 a gallon the interest at four per cent 
T Would be $.44 a gallon, On one hundred million gallons the in- 
“terest would be $44,000,000. This sum the Senate virtually gives 
to the whisky trust every year for five years. In other words, 
besides making a direct donation of $40,000,000 to the whisky 
trust, its saves that thrifty concern in five years, interest to the 
‘amount of $22,000,000, or a donation of $62,000,000 in five years. 
x In the face of this fact, we are led to donbt the oft-expressed 
‘fear of paternalism. If this sort of legislation is not paternalism 
Of the rankest kind, there is no definition of the term.—Living 
asus, Atlanta, Ga. 
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= Agoyvernment that cannot direct the energies of all its 
" subjects so as to utilize and economically adjust the relations 
of demand and supply for the equitable provision of every 
‘man, woman, and child within its jurisdiction, requires to be 
overhauled, = 


’ 
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There were many hundreds of men out of employment in 
Detroit last spring, and Mayor Pingree bethought himself ofa 
somewhat original plan whereby they might be profitably set to 
work. He had noticed all about the city hundreds of vacant lots, 
which speculative owners would neither improve nor sell that 
others might improve. Here was land and here was idle labor; 
why not put the men at work in this great storehouse of nature 
and change them from idlers and beneficiaries to independent 
producers? To think was to act, and the big-hearted mayor set 
about putting into operation this truly philanthropic plan. 
Permission to use the land was received; tools and seed were 
purchased, and many of the unemployed were put to work. at 
growing potatoes. The crop has just been harvested and the 
yield is forty thousand bushels of splendid tubers, against which 
stands an expense account of only $2,100, leaving the city a hand- 
some profit after having afforded profitable employment to many 
men who otherwise would have had no means of support. Itisa 
fine showing, and Mayor Pingree deserves all credit for his wise 
action. 

But Mayor Pingree must himself have been impressed with the 
meagerness of opportunity and the meagerness of results of his 
plan when the hundreds of thousands of unemployed all over the 
country are considered. To a few men, comparatively, Mayor 
Pingree opened up natural opportunities—opened the way for 
labor to till the soil. What would the result be if all natural op- 
portunities were opened up to all the people, with special privi- 
leges to none? 

Mayor Pingree’s experiment is a complete and satisfactory 
answer. His forty thousand bushels of potatoes furnish an object 
lesson which will not fail to impress itself deeply upon the minds 
and hearts of thoughtful men who seek to lead the people out of 
the dreary wilderness of want and despair into which a false 
economic system has led them, only to abandon them to their 


fate.—Chicago Times. 


| This is all very well so far as Mayor Pingree and the 
| city’s interests are concerned, but the great difficulty with 
this enterprise (like most others in the interest of the “poor 
workingman”) is, that it pans out too many potatoes for 
Mayor Pingree and the city, but not enough-for the men 


labor for the men thus employed, enabling them to produce 
the potatoes,—the product of their own labor,—that the pro- 
duct might be devoted to the use of the producer instead of a 
corporation, the principal business of which is to rob the peo- 
| ple, it would have constituted an object less on in genuine 
philanthrophy. 
Producers ought to become the consumers of their own 
| products, and the time is not far distant when they will -be. 


-_ 


Reconstruction of Senate. 


| “The startling and scandalous disclosures connected witli 
the opposition to the repeal of the Sherman law and the reform 
of the tariff made during the last year justify the developing de- 
mand for reconstruction and reorganization of the United 
States Senate. Between the Senate as it was in the early days of 
| the Republic and as itis now the -contrast is dark and humiliat- 
ing. Unable or unwilling to disentangle itself from a code of 
rules which in effect prevent the passage of any measure, except 
by unanimous consent, it stands, like the British House of 
Lords, an impediment to all progress, the bulwark of special 
privileges and existing wrongs, an almost insuperable obstacle 
to every honest zeforin. It is an un-American body, neither 
chosen by the pedple, responsible to the people, nor responsive to 
the people’s will. Elections of United States senators have be- 
| come carnivals of legislative debauchery. So open and shame- 
| less have they become that many are of the opinion that the 
| state’s prison ought to adjoin the state capitol, with only the 
grand jury room as the connecting link between them.”—Eviract 
from Congressman Orrin M. Halls Speech, in Chicago Record. 
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| A sound discretion is not so much indicated by never 
| making a mistake as by never repeating it— Hz. 

| 
| From the standpoint of progressive evolution, every 
| apparent wrong will be righted by either pacific or tumultu- 


ous revolution, when the time comes for such regulation. 


who performed the labor. If the Mayor had engineered the, 
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Man combines the traits of all the other animals, and is often 
the biggest brute in the whole lot.— Kansas Newspaper Union. 


Man has not the right to take the life of his fellow man, 
tither by the sword, or by withholding the necessaries of life, 
and producing starvation.—/. F. Kane, 


Every minister of the Gospel who preaches trve Christianity 
or trne religion is an advocate of the rights of labor, and an 
enemy of wrong in high as well as low places.—Paterson Labor 

~ Standard. 


Mere appeals to the master never strike the shackles from 
theslave. As industrial slaves the wage earners have a weapon 
much more effective than is an appeal, Vote off the chains!— 
Noncon formist. 


Queer, is it not, that fifteen thonsand dollars have been 
mised toward a monument for John Brown, whom his virtuous 
Taw-abiding nation hung for treason a little over thirty years 
ago? Funny old world, is it not? Always will be queer while its 
affairs are conducted by one sex alone.— Queen Bee. 


Speaking in general terms, there are but two persons in ideal 
Pommercial life. They are the producer and the consumer, 
These two individuals, or classes, if you please, ought to reach 
each other without the intervention of middlemen and specu- 
ators who rob each of the reward of his toil.—FKr. 
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Ever there is just canse for revolution. I mean a revolu- 
tion involving the overthrow of oppressive systems and con- 
Mitions, through agitation, and through peaceful rather than 
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1,000,000. Say, you old party frauds; If the Sherman silver 
Purchase law drove gold out of the country in 1893, what is driv- 
ig gold ont of the country now? Answer right off quick. , The 
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The divine right of kings is n nightmare of the past, But 
the divine right of property has been carried to such a point 
the rights of mun are well-nigh forgotten in the presence of 
Bhat fetich, which has ignored justice, protected class interests, 
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> The producer is God's co-laborer. Either the principle of 
Mompetition or Christianity must come to an end. The wage 
System is fundamentally n slave system, whether wages be jnst 

Dojust. There are ten middlemen between the producer and 
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than in the speculation in land. Speculation in land is 
Tirim against te nation and a blasphemy against God.— Prof. 
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pockets of the whisky trust. But the $40,000,000 is not the 
0 gratuity given by the Senate to the whisky trust. The 
Wooded period, three years under the existing laws, is made 
ight years by the Senate; that is, the trust gets five years more 
from the Government before being obliged to pay the tax, All 
is time the whisky is improving and the whisky trust is sav- 
i f interest, At $1.19 a gallon the interest at four per cent 
Would be §.44 n gallon, On one handred million gallons the in- 
Wrest would be $44,000,000. This sum the Senate virtually vives 
to the whisky trust every year for five years. In other words, 
esides making n direct donation of $40,000,000 to the whisky 
| its saves that thrifty concern in five yeurs, interest to the 
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A government that cannot direct the energies of all its 
Subjects so as to utilize and economically adjust the relations 
demand and supply for the equitable provision of every 
woman, and child within its jurisdiction, requires to be 
hauled, 
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Mayor Pingree’s Potatoes 


There were many hundreds of men out of employment in 
Detroit last spring, and Mayor Pingree bethought himself of a 
somewhat original plan whereby they might be profitably set to 
work. He had noticed all about the city hundreds of vacant lots, 
which speculative owners would neither improve nor sell that 
others might improve. Here was land and here was idle labor; 
why not put the men at work in this great storehouse of nature 
and change them from idlers and beneficiuries to independent 
producers? To think was to act, and the big-hearted mayor set 
about putting into operation this truly philanthropic plan, 
Permission to use the land was received; tools and seed were 
purchased, and many of the unemployed were put to work at 
growing potatoes, The crop has just been harvested and the 
yield is forty thonsand bushels of splendid tubers, against which 
stands an expense acconnt of only $2,100, leaving the city a hand- 
some profit after having afforded profifable employment to many 
men who otherwise would have had no means of support. Itisa 
fine showing, and Mayor Pingree deserves all credit for his wise 
action. 

But Mayor Pingree must himself have been impressed with the 
mengerness of opportunity and the meagerness of results of his 
plan when the hundreds of thousands of unemployed all over the 
country are considered. To a few men, comparatively, Mayor 
Pingree opened np natural opportunities—opened the way for 
labor to till the soil, What would the result be if all natural op- 
portunities were opened np to all the people, with special privi- 
leges to none? 

Mayor Pingree's experiment is a complete and satisfactory 
answer, His forty thousand bushels of potatoes furnish an object 
lesson which will not fail to impress itself deeply upon the minds 
and hearts of thoughtful men who seek to lead the people ont of 
the dreary wilderness of want and despair into which a false 
economie system has led them, only to abandon them to their 
fate.—Chiraga Times. 


This is all very well so far as Mayor Pingree and the 
city’s interests are concerned, bat the great difficulty with 
this enterprise (like most others in the interest of the “poor 
workingman™) is, that it pans out too many potatoes for 
Mayor Pingree and the city, but not enough for the men 
who performed the labor. If the Mayor had engineered the 
labor for the men thus employed, enabling them to produce 
the potatoes,—the product of their own labor,—that the pro- 
duct might be devoted to the use of the producer instead of a 
corporation, the principal business of which ts to rob the peo- 
ple, it would have constituted an object less on in genuine 
philanthrophy. 

Producers ought to become the consumers of their own 
products, and the time is not far distant when they will be, 
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Reconstruction of Senate. 


“The startling and seandalous disclosures connected witi 
the opposition to the repeal of the Sherman law and the reform 
of the tariff made during the last year justify the developing de- 
mand for reconstrnction and reorganization of the United 
States Senate. Between the Senate as it was in the early days of 
the Republic and as itis now the contrast is dark and humiliat- 
ing. Unable or unwilling to disentangle itself from a code of 
roles which in etfect prevent the passage of any measure, except 
by unanimous consent, it stands, like the British House of 
Lords, an impediment to all progress, the bulwark of spevial 
privileges and existing wrongs, an almost insuperable obstacle 
to every houestexeform, It is an un-American body, neither 
chosen by the people, responsible to the people, nor responsive to 
the people's will, Elections of United States senators have be- 
come carnivals of legislative debanchery. So open and shame- 
less have they become that many are of the opinion that the 
state's prison onght to adjoin the stute capitol, with only the 
grand jury room as the connecting link between them." —Extract 
from Congressman Orrin M. Halla Speech, in Chicago Record, 


A sound discretion is not so much indicated by never 
making a mistake as by never repeating it— x. 


From the standpoint of progressive evolution, every 


“apparent wrong will be righted by either pacific or tumultu- 


ous revolution, when the time comes for such regulation. 
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Plowshare and Pruning Hook. 


ASTROLOGY. 


Accurate description, important 
changes and one full-page advice, 10 
cents; senq date and hour of birth. 

P. TOMLINSON, 


8 Aashburton Place, - Boston. 


PATERSON LABOR STANDARD, 


PATERSON, NEW JERSEY. 
Issued Saturdays. 10,000 Circulation. 


$1.00 PER YEAR. 


Official Organ of the Labor Movement 
in the State of New Jersey. Official Or- 
gan of the State. Circulates chiefly in 
Paterson, .Newark, Jersey City, Bloom- 
ingdale, Trenton, and Camden. 


GOOD ADVERTISING MEDIUM, 


Books that Make Votes 
for the Cause of the 
People. 


By special arrangement with Charles H. Kerr & 
Company, of Chicago, the well-known publishers 
of reform literature, we are enabled to supply our 
readers with all the publications of that house, in- 
cluding the following timely books of fact and 
fiction :— 


Washington Brown, Farmer. 


A new novel, by Le Roy Armstrong, which expos- 
es vividly and bravely the iniqnities of gambling 
in food products, and points out the way for farmers 
to overthrow the system. Paper, 50 cents. 


The Russian Refugee. 


A story of absorbing ivt t, by H. R. Wilson, 
which points toward an inter onal union of the 
frionds of liberty. The sı » is ‘nid in America, 
not in Russia.. Paper, 618 pages, 50 cents. 


The Coming Climax. 

Lester C. Hubbard’s famons arraigament of 
America’s Triumphant Plutocracy, and his appeal 
to the great middle class to act before it is too late. 
Paper, 480 pages, 50 cents. 

An Ounce of Prevention. 

Augustus Jacobson’s argument fora succession 
tax to break up great fortunes, and a mannal train- 
ing school system to make efficient workers out of 
the next generation. Paper, 50 cents. 


People’s Party Shot and Shell. 


By Dr. T. A. Bland. Our whole case ina nut- 
shell. Give it away and make converts. 82 large 
pages, with cover, 10 cents; 15 copies for a dollar. 


Address 
Guiding Star Publishing House, 


WASHINGTON HEIGHTS, 
CHICAGO,- - - ILLINOIS. 


SUBSCRIBE FOR 


THE FLAMING SWORD, 


A Radical, Rational Reform Paper, 
PUBLISHED MONTHLY. 


The expositor of Koreshanity—prim- 
itive Christianity revived—the bitter foe 
of every form of social abuse in church 
and state, the promulgator of an equita- 
ble system of exchange which is destined 
to revolutionize commercial methods and 
CRUSH THE INIQUITOUS MONEY POWER. 

Subscription $1.00 a year, or we will 
send Tue Framinc Sworn and Tue 
ProwsHare anD Prunine Hook for $1.50 
per year. Sample copy free. 


THE GUIDING STAR PUBLISHING HOUSE, 


Wasaineton HEIGHTS, 


CHICAGO, - ILLINOIS. 


A SPLENDID CHANCE. 


$2,500 Spot Cash 
z Will buy a good paying 
Grocery Business, 
x x consisting of stock, fixtures, good 
will, a ten-room brick house and 
store, and lot of ground. Good 
location, near to Copper Plant. 
Address 
E. BROOK, P. O. Box 1702, 
SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH. 
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THE DEADWOOD INDEPENDENT. 


DAILY AND WEEKLY. 
Freeman KĚowLes, EDITOR. 


The only Populist Daily in South 
Dakota. 
DEADWOOD, 8. DAKOTA. 


AGSENT SS 
For Tue 


PLOWSHARG AND PROG HOOK, 


ARE PAID 20 PER CENT 
On all Cash Subscriptions. 


MRE LITERATURE 


Our books and pamphlets contain a brief expo- 
sition of Koreshan Science, which uncovers the 
mysteries of the ages. Modern thonght has failed to 

l forns, and relations of Being and 


nterpretation of phe- 

the universe, It 

nracter of God and man, and 

All intelligent people should read 
and move in advance of the tidal 


their relations. 
this literatare, 
wave of prog 

The most radical snbjects are ably, freely, and 
fearlessly discussed therein. 


KORESHAN SCIENCE, 
By KORESH, - - - 
Reincarnation or 
Dead, 
By KORESH, - f 
Identification of Israel, 
By A. W. K. Anprews, M. D., Price 10 Cents 
Emanuel Swedenborg; His Mission, 
By KORESH, - - - Price 10 Cents 
The Shepherd from Joseph, 
By KORESH, - - - 
Woman’s Restoration to 
Dominion, 
By ANNIE G. ORDWAY, 


Price 10 Cents 
Resurrection of the 


Price 10 Cents 


Price 10 Cents 


Her Rightful 


Price 5 Cents 


Tracts and Pamphlets of the 
Woman’s Mission, K. U. 


No. 1. Proclamation, 

By KORESH. - - = = = 
No. 2. Cardinal Points of Koreshanity, 

By Korxss. - = = - = 
No. 3. Celibacy, 

COMPILED From THE WRITINGS OF KORESH. - 
No. 4. Judgment, 

By KORESH, - S 
No. 5. Where Is the Lord? 


By KORESH. - - = ~ 
ENTIRE SERIES 50 CENTS. 


Price 5 Cents 


Guiding Star Publishing House, 


WASHINGTON HEIGHTS, 


CHICAGO, - - ILL. 


| THE VOICE OF LABOR. 
| Under the Auspices of the A. R. U. 
Devoted to the Interests of Labor 
Organizations. 
PusLısneo WEEKLY. 


Trades Unión B’ld’g, 1159 Mission St., 
SAN FRANCISCO, Carr. 
Subscription, $1.00 per year; 6 mo. 50c. 


The Progressive Age. 
Twenty-One Years Old. 


An Independent Literary Family Weekly. 


Wm. R. DOBBYN, 

Editor-in-Chief, Publisher and Owner. 
Lucena Woodhull Dobbyn. ; s 
Hon. Jos. O. Barrett, i i Associate Editors. 

THE PROGRESSIVE AGE is the best family 
weekly published in the West, and reaches the best 
class of readers. 

It is the advocate of Social and Political reform 
along national lines, recognizing the great law of 
evolution in all human affairs, 

It is quoted more than any paper West of the 
Mississippi. It has fifteen well edited departments; 
is published every Saturday in the year. 

SPECIMEN COPIES FREE. 


MINNEAPOLIS, - = - MINNESOTA, 


The Trades Unionist 


Published Every Saturday 
BY 
Tue Trapes Unionist Pusuisuine Co., 


BALTIMORE. 


Subscription, $1.00 Per Year; 6 Months 
50c; 3 Months, 25c. 


Miscellaneous Notes and Queries, 


A Monthly Journal of History, Folk-Lore, Art, 
Science, Literature, Masonry, Mysticism, Mathemat- 
ics, Metaphysics, Theosophy, etc. This magazine , 
contains a large number of the odds and ends in all 
departments of literature ‘‘from many a qnaintand 
curious volume of forgotten lore.’? Commenced 
July, 1882. Volume XII began with 1894. Each 
volume fully indexed. $1.00 a year in advance. 
Its motto is “Many people know many things no 
one everything.” Circulutes in all parte of, the 
world. 

Address 8. C. & L. M. GOULD, (Printers, Pub- 
lishers and Booksellers, ) Manchester, N. H. 


National Suicide and Its 
Prevention. 


A scholarly review of the social con- 
dition of our country, an able disserta- 
tion on and exposure of the existing 
money system of the Government, with 
the evil which it has entailed. Should 
be in the hands of every student of soci- 
ology and finance. 


PRICE, 50 CENTS. 


Guiding Star Publishing House, 
WASHINGTON HEIGHTS, 
CHICAGO, - - ILLINOIS. 


CHAMPION Of PROGRESS 


Is a clear literary and reform paper which handles 
all the great living issues of the day. Temperance, 
Equal Suffrage, Finance, Taxation, Political Econo- 
my, and many kindred questions are discussed in 
its columns; and yet it is a paper that women and 
children read with great interest. Sample copies 
sent free on application. Subscription price, to 

` new subscribers, $1.00 a year; 6 months, 50 cents; 
8 months, 25 cents. Address Champion of Progress, 
Sioux City, Iowa. 
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